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came the serf. Inequality was then imposed by force ;
and after it had been introduced into the manners
of the country it maintained its own authority, and
Tvas sanctioned by the legislation. Communities have
existed which were aristocratic from their earliest
cfigin, owing to circumstances anterior to that event,
and which became more democratic in each succeed-
ing age. Such was the destiny of the Romans, and
of the barbarians after them. But a people, having
taken its rise in civilization and democracy, which
should gradually establish an inequality of conditions,
until it arrived at inviolable privileges and exclusive
castes, would be a novelty in the world ; and no-
thing intimates chat America is likely to furnish so
singular an example.